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under annual and occasionally special repair; while the rest
include ancient sites and mounds and buildings in an advanced
stage of decay which are ' protected/ Apart from Buddhist, Hindu
and Islamic remains, there are also Dutch and English remains,
many of which are protected by the Department.

The United Provinces have 685 monuments, of which a large
number are sites and mounds. The Province of Bombay contains
the largest number of standing monuments, the remains in Bijapur
district being the most numerous in the whole of India, i.e., 223 in
number. The next largest number is at Agra, in which district
176 monuments are under protection. The Provinces of Bombay
and the United Provinces with 679 and 685 monuments respectively
account for over half the total number in India. Madras with 350
monuments, which include a group of 91 monuments in the Bellary
district, containing the famous Hampi ruins, stands third in
number; while the next place is occupied by the Central Provinces
with 255 monuments, which are almost evenly divided throughout
the area. Delhi with its 144 monuments and the Punjab with
174 are among the best looked after provinces from the archaeo-
logical point of view. Bengal has 151 monuments, while Sind,
Assam and Bihar have between 50 and 60 each. The North-West
Frontier Province, Orissa, Ajmer and Coorg have between them
some 50 monuments.

Since its inception under Lord Curzon the Archaeological De-
partment has placed conservation in the forefront of its programme,
and this at present accounts for the bulk of the expenditure. At
first the provinces were responsible for meeting the expenditure on
conservation, the Government of India only assisting important
projects with a grant-in-aid. Since the Montagu-Chelmsford Re-
forms, the expenditure on conservation has been borne solely by
the Government of India, who have in some years spent as much